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| Benevolenz Lodge, Jupe 23th, A. L. 5798. 


WV ore, that Brother CAALEZS H. ATuzRTON, in the name 
of the Lodge, return their thanks to the Rev. ABEL Fiskg for 
the Sermon, and to Brother Sauri BL for the Oration, de- 
livered this day, by deſire of the Lodge, at their celebration of the 
Feſtival of St, Joux the Baptiſt, and * of each of them a 
Copy of the lame for the preſs, 

Atteſt, _ ISAAC D La MATHER, Secretazg. 


_ 


8 


A Dis cOoURS E. 
— 22 —— 


Hao I addreſſed the Brethren of the Beneyo- N 
lent Lodge, at the ſeaſon of their conſecration,# the 
probability is great, that I ſhould have enjoyed their 
candour in its fulleſt exerciſe. For they were gener- 
ally acquainted with the ſhortneſs of the time, I had to 
prepare a diſcourſe for an occaſion ſo novel and un- 
expetted. | 76; 805 

The like exerciſe of candour is now ſolicited. 
For I ſhall deliver the diſcourſe verbatim, as then den- 
pared, 

Hence, it is neceſſary to remark, that ſome abſer- 
vations, which might aſſume ſome degree of pertinence 
in reference to. the then exiſting circumſtances, cannot 
be conſidered as pertinent in any other view. And 
other obſervations, which were true in reference to 
the then exiſting circumſtances, cannot be conſidered 
ſo in any other point of light. 

Having premiſed theſe things, which I wiſh im- 


preſſed on the memory, I aſk your attention to that 


* Auguſt 10, 1797. 
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part of ſacred ſcripture recorded in the prophe- 


cy of 
Isaran, Chap. VIII. Ver. 13. 


Say YE vor, A CONFEDERACY TO ALL THEM TO WHOM 


THIS PEOPLE SHALL SAY, A CONFEDERACY, 
. E . & 


IF we conſult the hiſtory of human kind, on whom 
a beneficent Creator hath beſtowed many marks of 
honor and diſtindtion, we ſhall find, that it hath been 
no unuſual thing for individuals, more or leſs, to form 
2 ſocial compact, or to enter into particular leagues ; 
but the motives, by which they have been prompted, 
have been different, or different have been the objeAs, 
which they have had in view, | 

Though the words, juſt read, do not diſprove the 
propriety of ſocial compatts, yet, they obviouſly admit 
the ſuppoſition, that there may be confederacies im- 
proper in their nature, cr pernicious in their tendency. 
Every confederacy of this deſcription ſhould meet 
with marks of the moſt pointed diſapprobation from 
every wile, judicious man. 

Confederacies may be good, or bad. The term 
imports union, league, agreement, and nothing good, 
or bad can be predicated of it, ſimply conſidered. 

That individuals have an unqueſtionable right to 
form a ſocial compaRt, or to enter into a particular 
league, or agreement, is a truth, which has for its baſis, 
the prattical confent of mankind, without the exception 
of any age or nation. 


As in the former periods, ſo in the preſent, we find 
numerous combinations of the ſocial kind. There are 
agricultural, mechanical, medical, and clerical aſſocia- 


ne- 
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tions. And there are aſſociations for the relief and 


comfort of the unfortunate and diſtreſſed, for the cul- 
ture and improvement of the ſocial affections, for the 
reformation of manners, for the promotion of the uſe. 
ful arts and ſciences, for the propagation of the goſpel, 
and others, too many to be enumerated. And all theſe 
aſſociations are ſeparate and diſtin from, though not 
inconſiſtent with, the general compatt or agreement, 
by which particular nations, empires, or republics are 
combined together in a civil, political view. 

It will, however, doubtleſs be a conceded point, 
that mankind owe certain duties to Detty, and to ſocie- 
ty in general. 

Peculiar and diſtinguiſhed are the claims of Deity 
on our love, fear, and ſervice, in conſequence of the 
exhibition of his perfections in the gifts of nature pro- 


vidence and grace; agreeably to the ſentiments of a 2 


great prince, expreſſed in the following devout language, 

SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS 3 COME BEFORE 
viis PRESENCE WITH SINGING, KNOW YE THAT THE 
Lord HE 1s Gop: 1T 18s HE THAT HATH MADE us, 
AND NOT WE OURSELVES : WE ARE HIS PEOPLE, AND 
THE SHEEP OF HIS PASTURE, 

And ſince we receive numerous advantages from 
our connexion with ſociety, in a civil, political view; 
and fince the reception of benefits impoſes on us an ob- 
ligation ; it is reaſonable to conclude, that inftead of 
living ſolely to ourſelves, or looking ſolely to our own 
things, we owe certain duties to ſociety in general, 
which muſt not be omitted by us. 
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From ſuch principles of moral obligation we infer; 


that every confederacy or aſſociation of men, which is 
inconſiſtent with duty in either of the preceding reſ- 
peas, muſt be unſuitable, and highly cenſurable. 

A confederacy, or affociation, incompatible with 
ſubmiſſion to the will of Deity, muſt be arrogant and 
preſumptuous,—or if it militates againſt the intereſt and 
welfare of ſociety in general, it cannot have the princi- 
ples of equity and benevolence for its baſis. And ev- 
ery man, poſſeſſed of due information, and of noble, 
generous feelings, will deprecate the thought of taking 
an active part in a ſcene, lo reprehenſible. They are 
only the ignorant, or the vile, who will join and perſiſt 
in ſuch a league or agreement. 

Though we may well recoil at an alluſion of fadts, 
ſo repugnant to the principles of piety and friendſhip ; 
yet it is with emotions of joy, that we can turn to a more 
grateful contemplation, to conſederacies or aſſociations 
of men, almoſt innumerable, which, while they diffuſe 
a ſpirit of mutual affettion, pleaſure, and animation a- 
mong the confederates, completely harmonize with 
thoſe moral, indiſpenſable obligations, men are under 
to God, and to ſociety in general. 

It may not be amiſs more particularly to remark, 
that when any men are about to form a particular læague 
or agreement, they ſhould be perſuaded that the 
objett is good; they ſhauld adopt ſuch rules and max- 
ims of condut as are beſt adapted to ſecure and pro- 
mote it; and there ſhould be a fixed and ſtudious aim 
to conform to ſuch well eſtabliſhed rules and maxims. 
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An objeR cannot be ſaid to be-good, unleſ+ its util- 
ity, or advantage, is an equivalent for the neceſſary ex- 
pence of time and property, employed in the purſuit 
of it. However important, or however ttifling, it ean- 
not be purſued without expence of time, and but few 
without expence of property. And that, whoſe utility, 
or advantage, will not counter-balance the expence of 
time and property employed in the purſuit, cannot be 
ſaid to be good, or to be worthy of purſuit. There are, 
however, objeQs, which may be of great importance and 
utility to men, and highly conduce to the mutual pleaſ- 
ure and advantage of thoſe, who join in the purſuit 
by a particular league or agreement, and juſtify ſuch 
an application of their time and property. 

And it is not only important, that when individuals 
enter into a particular league or agreement, the object 
profeſſedly in view be good, but ſuch rules and max- 
ims of conduct ſhould be propoſed, as are beſt ed 
to ſecure and promote it. 

* When individuals enter into a ſocial compact, let 
the profeſſed object in view be what it may, unleſs the 
means to be uſed, or the meaſures to be purſued, are 
clearly deſcribed, pointed out, and eſtabliſhed, they will 
be left at too much random and uncertainty to effect 
any thing valuable and important. When every one 
is leſt topurfue his own plan, or to do that, which is right 


in his own eyes, without any fixed, eſtabliſhed rules to 
guide his conduct, it may be expected, that, inſtead of 


harmony and conſiſtency, there will be unbappy divi- 


ſions, and the utmoſt confuſion. 
B 


10 8 | 
48 t is to be farther obferved, chat, when individaals 
unte id a ſocial compact, with an important, intereſt: 


ing object in view, and have eſtabliſhed rules and max- 
ins of conduct wiſely calculated to ſecure and promote 


the ſame, it ſhould be their fixed and ſtudious aim to 
conform to ſuch well eſtabliſhed regulations. Their 
honor, their ſafe ty, their welfare will n this of 
them. 

For eönſederetes to profeſs one oy while 0 
heral tenor of their eonduft denotes ſomething almoſt 
totally diftinQ, or for them to treat the folemn engage« 
ments, into which they have entered, with inattention 
and negleQ, muſt bring reproach upon them, and in & 
great meaſure defeat the proſeſſod defign of the ſocial 
compact; at leaft, it will excite unfavorable, eontempt- 
da ous, or pitiful ſentiments in che breaſt of a pg > 

ſpeftator. 

I have the honor to belong 00 as illeftridus and if 
tinguiſhed ſociety ; the ſociety of chriſtians I mean. 
And the objeQs which we have profeſſedly in vie w, the 
glory of God and the happineſs of our own! immortal 
fouls, are intereſting and infinitely important: and they 
lay a juſt claim to the attention and purſuit of every 
rational creature on earth. And the way and means to 
ſecure theſe objołts are clearly pointed... out; and we 
have laid ourſelves under ſolemn obligation to keep 
them in view, and to purſue the courſes for the attain- 
ment of them, which have been pre(erided and eſtab- 
lied by our great Lord and Maſter in heaven, | 
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And we bave do reaſon-torbe alhamed ofthe gal- 


pel of Chriſt, whether we advert to. its glorious and ſub. 


lime doQrines, or to its moral requiſitions. It inſpires 
a joy aud confolation. which the world can neithet 
give, nor take away, and with which a ſtranger inter» 
meddleth not. But ſhould we loſe fight of thoſe oby 
JeQs ; ſhould we be inatientive to the rules and max 
ims of conduſt which are preſcribed; and ſhould. we 
treat our ſolemn engagements with indifference and ne · 
glect, our chriſtian profeſſion, in connedion with, our 
moral cbaraRer, would be our reproach. It might, in 
ſuch a caſe, pertinently be ſaid, in reſpett to us, Tu 
rofeſs that they know God ; but in works they deny lim, being 
abominable, and diſobedient, aud to every good work refrovate, 
And will not the like unfavorable obſervation be. 
applicable to every order, or ſociety of men, where 
there is an inconſiftengy, or manifeſt contradiftion, he- 
twixt their proſeſſion aud pratiice ? 
Thus I have handed out a few thoughts with all tbe 
freedom, wich which an honeſt man ſhould ever ſpeak. - 
Perhaps it may be expeQed, or wiſhed by ſome, 


hat, upon the preſent occaſion, the ſpe ak et ſhould maker 


ſome obſervations on the Mazox1e ODE, or the Fr A- 
rERNA᷑H x of free and acc pied Masons. Little in- 
deed is the information, which he poſſeſſes, reſpelling 
that Oz bu, bowever honorable and important it may 
be. But this he knows, that, among thoſe, who art 
without, ſome have entertained. very candid ſentimentss 
whils the prejudices, af others have run eauemely high. 
He does not know that ever his feelings were imbitter- 
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friendſhip. And although there are Arcana, or Secrets, 
annexcd to their ſyſtem, yet ſome things fall under pub- 
lic inſpeQion, which are calculated to inſpire favora- 


ble ideas in the candid mind. Some of iheſe I ſhall take. 


the liberty to bring i into preſent view. 


In this order, or ſociety, are united men of differ- 


ent perſuaſions, and men, who are called to take very 


different partsi in the great drama of life. And however 
different their uſual employments and occupations may 


be, they appear to be united, as a band of brothers, in 
waiters, which relate to: their own particular police. 
And when they return from the ſocial interview, where 
their hearts have been made glad by mutual tokens of 


love and friendſhip, they do not appear to be detached 


from ſociety in general. They mingle all the common 


offices of civility, kindneſs, and friendlhip, with their 


former friends, neighbors, and acquaintance. They 
purſue, i in common with others, the duties, which de- 
volve upon them, i in conſequence of their conne x ion 
with ſociety on a larger ſcale. 0 
The huſbandwan returns to bis farm, the merchant 
to his ſtore, the lawyer to his office, the general, or 
foldier to his poſt, the clergyman to the pulpit, c. 
And this circumſtance aſſumes a very pleaſing aſpect. 
Did ve ſee them forſake their former friends and ac- 
quaintance, or did we ſee them, as a party, particularly 
inattontive to the great u 1 are under to ſo· 
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ed againſt the order. He ever conſidered them, as a. 
ſociety of men, formed on the principles of amity and 
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ciety in general, it would ſpread a dark ſhade over heir 
particular ſocial compag. 


agreeable aſpełt, is this; men of approved reſpettabil: 


iy andrenown have nat only been aſſociates with them, 
but haye ſpoken of the inſtitution with affection and 


warm approbation. Though I might introduce many 
names in this conne ion, I ſhall mention hut one, and 
you will readily conclude that the beloved Was ui Hr 


is intended. He belongs to the fraternity of free and. 


accepted maſons. 
Trace him in his character, behold him as a genef- 


al, as the commander in chief of the American armies, 


and of the united armies of America and France, be- 


hold him as a counſellor, as the Preſident of che Unit- 


States, behold him in his more private walks and con- 
nexions, and you will venerate him for his wiſdom, for- 


titude, i integrity, and philanthropy. 

And he appears to be a map too independent, and 
poſſeſſed of too much i integrity and uprightneſs, to. pat- 
ronize a cauſe, which he knows to be unjuſt, or to 
ſpeak of an order of men, in terms of warm approba- 
tion, whoſe ſyſtem, he knows, to be a ſyſtein of iniquity. 


And fince he did, when he filled the Prefidential 
chair of the United States, publicly avow his diſappro- 
bation of “ Self. created Societies,” formed on a baſis © 
incompatible with the rights and privileges of the 
community at large, and fince he ſpeaks of the 
maſonie order With ſo much affeQion and approbation, 


as his anſwers to the numerous addreſſes preſented to 


Another circumſtance, which aſſumes a pleaſing be ; 
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14 
dim vitne fs, we mut conclude that it is his ſemimem 
and opinion, that the principles, on'which their ſocial 
eompaR is founded, are not inconſiſtent with the duties, 
which men owe to God, and to ſociety in general. 

And the circumſtanice, to which T have alluded in 
reference to men of reſpeQability and renown, will ex · 
cite favorable ideas in the candid mind. 

And if any thing favorable can be drawn from con- 
zeQures, which carry ſtrong marks of probablity, and 
from the application of rules in uſual and common ca- 
ſes, then we may with propriety infer, that there are 
eireumſtances which look not leſs favorable. 

Though the maſonic order may probably be con- 
ſidered, as one harmonious body, who have fellowſhip 
one wick another as opportunity preſents, yet they are 
divided, or conſe erated into different or diſtine lodges. 
By public advertiſe ments ve find that one lodge is call- 
ed Saint John's lodge, another Saint Peter's lodge, an - 
ther Saint Paul's lodge, &c. And from the fame 
ſource we learn that the Feaſt of Saint John the Evan- 


geliſt, or of Saint John the Baptiſt, ia to be celebrated 


at ſuch a time and place. And if rules in omon and 
uſual caſes will apply, we may very naturally conclude, 
that tbeſe things are tokens of peculiar reſpeR for thoſe 
perſons on account of their moral charatter, vr of the 
doQuines and precepts, which they were the great in- 
firuments of propagating ; and conſequently an indica 
tion of belief in, and attachment ta, that glorious goſ - 
del by which life and immortality are bought to light, 
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* good will towards men. 
It is not agreeable to the rules of common RI 


of a uſual cafe, to denominate a perſon, or thingy 


which we bold defir; by the name of one, who is an ob- 


j<R of diſguſt, rior io inftitute feſtivals in commemors 
tion of a perſon; or an event, which is not agreeable; 
and for which we bave not a peculiar fondneſs. 
 Neatly akia to this is another circumſtance, which, 
fo far as probable conjeRure will aid us, appears ' fab 
vorable. 
.- Though I never ſaw a maſonic proceſſion before 
this day, yet I have underſtood that the maſonic 
order, in all their public, ſolemn proceſſions have the 
Wairtncs of Moszs and the Proruzrs—of Custer 
and his ArosrLies, placed in the front, and a ſquare 
and compaſs depoſited on the Saen Vorunet ; theſe 
are held by an officer, in one hand, and a naked; ___ 
Gere in the other. 

Do not thefe things ſtrongly indicate a token of 
n and reſpect for the inſpired writings. 
An engagement to ſquare their conduct by rules and 
regulations drawn from them? And not merely à be- 
lief in the truth and importance of them, but a determi- 
nation toadbere to them, to 2 and e _—_ 
even attheriſk of liſe 7 | 

f theſe conjeQtures; which carry ng marks of 
e true, then we cone lude, that, if free and 
accepted maſons adhere to the principles of their y,. 
tem, they will be friends of the chriſtian intereſt; 


a6 
friends bf every worthy miniſter of religion; friends of 


tention of one of the fraternity, to take a curſory view 
of the book of their conſtitution, which diſcovers the | 
general principles on which their ſociety is founded. 
And I am happy to find, that there is a great harmony 
betwixt thoſe principles and the leading ſentiments in 
the preceding diſcourſe. 
If the audience will indulge me with their patiencez 
I will exhibit a few extracts from the publication juſt 
mentioned; and which are as follow—(page 179th) ! Spe- 
« culative maſonry is ſo interwoven with religion as to 
lay us under the ſtrongeſt obligations to pay the De- 
ity that rational homage which at once conſtitutes 
our duty and our happineſs.” 
(Page 18h) “ Piety towards God, and love to man- 
kind, are the the two grand and immoveable pillars 
4% which ſupport its fabrick.“ “ At the preſent day, 
« when diſcourſing of Faze Mas0O RV ve mean by it 
an inſtitution for the promotion of the moſt exten- 
+ five philanthropy, the moſt diffuſive and diſintereſt- 
*ed bene volence, and . virtue.“ 


good order and government in civil ſociety, and friends t 
of mankind in general; doing good as they have op- 6 
portunity, not only to the brotherhood of free and ac- 
i cepted maſons, but to all men. In ſhort, that they will 6 
| praQtice all thoſe things, which are lovely and of good 6 
i report, and ſhine as lights in the world. 6 
1 Since committing the foregoing obſervations to wri- 
| ting; I have had an opportunity, through the polite at- 
. 
. 
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17 
{Page 166th) © Perſons admitted members of a 
* lodge muſt be good and true men,” —+* no immoral 
or ſcandalous men, but of good report,” 
(Page 179th) © There are three general heads of 
& duty which maſons ought always to inculcate, viz. 
* to God, our neighbor, and ourſelves. To God, in 
© never mentioning his name, but with that reverential 
% awe, which a creature ought to bear to his Creator, 
* and to look upon him always as the Summum Bonum 
* which we came into the world to enjoy, and accord- 
& ing to that view to regulate all our purſuits: To our 
&* neighbor, in acting upon the ſquare, or doing as we 
© would be done by: To ourſelves, in avoiding all in- 
& temperance and exceſſes, whereby we may be ren- 
i dered incapable of following our work, or led into be- 
& haviour unbecoming our laudable profeſſion, and al- 
« ways keeping within due bounds; and free from all 


& pollution.” 

(Page 175th) “ As a gentleman, and a maſon, you 
© are bound to be a ſtrict obſerver of the moral! law, 
ce as contained in the holy writings ; to conſider theſe 
& as the unerring ſtandard of truth and juſtice, and to 
&* regulate your life and aftions by their divine pre- 
et cepts.” 

(Page 161ſt) “A maſon is obliged by his tenure to 
& obey the moral law; and if he rightly underſtand the 
te art, he will never be a ſtupid atheiſt, nor an irreli- 
& pious libertine, nor act againſt conſcience.” 

I ſhall add but one quotation more, and It 1s ex- 
traded from an addreſs to be added to uſual charge, 
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at the initiation of a clergyman. (Page 187th) © You, 
« hrother, are a preacher of that religion, of which the 
« diſtinguiſhing characteriſticks are univerſal benevo- 
« lence and unbounded charity, You cannot, there- 
« fore, but be fond of the order, and zealous for the in- 
« tereſts of FR MAsONRV, which, in the ſtrongeſt 
« manner, inculcates the ſame charity and benevolence, 
and which, like that religion, encourages every mor- 
« al and ſocial virtue; which introduces peace and 
« good will among mankind, and is the centre of union 
« to thoſe who otherwiſe might have remained at a per- 
66 petual diſtance. So that whoever is warmed with 
« the ſpirit of chriſtianity, muſt eſteem, muſt love Fazs 
« Masonay.” | 
Theſe quotations may ſubſerve two important pur- 
poſes, to conciliate the minds of ſome, and to ſtir up the 
minds of others by way of remembrance. 
But I muſt pay ſome attention to the occaſiun on 
which we are aſſembled. 
It cannot be expected by the reſpeAable Fraterni- 
ty of FuE and AcceyrtD Masons preſent, nor by o- 
thers, that I ſhould be a judge of the expediency or in- 
expediency of the propoſed tranſactions of this day. But 
lince it is charitably hoped, and firmly believed, that 
individuals may form a ſocial compa highly conducive 
to their mutual comfort and advantage, without coun- 
terafting the moral obligations they are under to Deity 
and to fociety in general, on this ground, or in this view 


and connexion of things, I do moſt cordially congratu- 
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late a number of my reſpeQed friends in the happy 


proſpes before them. 

By being conſecrated into a ſeparate diſtin lodge, 
you will take an important rank in the order of Fxzs 
and Acczertn Masons. And if you carefully adhere 
to the principles of your own ſyſtem, and imitate the 
graces and virtues of many of your order, who have 


- ſhined with diſtinguiſhed luſtre, by their piety, integri- 


ty, philanthropy, and examplary manners, you will lay 
a juſt claim to the eſteem and reſpeR of your numerous 
acquaintance. 

And may you lang be ſolaced with the bleffings of 
harmony, friendſhip, and mutual affeQion, and be trai- 
ned into a meetneſs to join a more illuſttious and exalt- 
ed ſociety above, where the ful! and complete exerciſe 
of love and friendſhip will never meet with an interrup- 
tion. 

The noyelty of the preſent ſcene, in this part of 
the country, hath collected together a numerous and 
re ſpectable aſſembly. | 

LisTENinNG and ATTENTIvVE SPECTATORS ! While 
we ſee a number ofour fellow men uniting in a ſocial 
compaR, on principles highly commendable, let us one 
and all be ſtimulated to join in fincerity and truth, that 
ſociety of which Jeſus Chriſt js the great Lord and Mal- 
ter. For his ſyſtem, when cordially embraced, will 
ſecure to us the moſt noble and ſublime enjoyments in 
time and through eternity. 

It becomes me to remind you and myſelf, that, not- 
vithſtanding all the gay and ſplendid ſcenes, which are 


20 

exhibited on the great theatre of this world, the faſh- 
ion of the world paſſeth away, and all diſtintions, and 
ſeparate ſocieties among men, here on earth, will ſhort- 
ly be buried in oblivion ! 

May we, therefore, act our part well. Let us lay 
aſide all unreaſonable prejudices—guard againſt uncan- 
did animadverſions, and live in the habitual exerciſe 
of piety towards God, and of good will towards Men. 
So THAT, WHEN TIME WITH US SHALL LAPSE INTO E-. 
TERNITY, WE MAY BE UNITED IN ONE COMMON BRo- 
THERHOOD IN THAT EXALTED KINGDOM, WHICH CAN! 


NOT BE MOVED, BUT ABIDETH FOREVER, 


AN 
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A CURIOSITY to learn the origin and ten- 
dency of ſurrounding objects, forms a prominent feature 
in the charafter of man, at every period of his life. 

The inclination is univerſal, and in its operations 
extends as well to the ſocial and moral, as to objects of 
nature and art, in all their forms and qualities. Like 
every other propenſity of our nature, when regulated 
by the diQtates of reaſon, it tends to the moſt uſeful 
purpoſes ; and therefore claims our indulgence. Un- 
der the influence of this principle, we have ſeen the arts 
and ſcience of former ages reclaimed, the various qual- 
ities of matter diſcovered and directed to the moſt im- 
portant uſes, the ſocial and fraternal confederation ex- 
amined in all their motives and tendencies, when uſefut 
patronized, when noxious diſcarded. Few objeQts pol- 
ſeſs thoſe qualities which excite curioſity in a greater 
degree than the eſtabliſhment which this day induces 
our attentton. Maſonry has accordingly been, to the 
uninitiated in all ages, an object of curioſity and ſpec- 
ulation. So far as the origin principles and views of a- 
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ny : aſſociation can be divulged conſiſtently with its par- 
ticular benefit, and the good of ſociety in general, man- 
kind have a claim upon their publicity. 

Such, however, are the diſpoſitions of Nl, 


— 


that almoſt every profeſſion and order of men have 
found it neceflary to retain certain of their principles 
and regulations, from the know ledge of the uninitiated. 
Maſonry too has Its ſecrets, which the good of the craft, 
and perhaps of ſociety in general, require ſhould be 
depoſited only in faithful breafls. Enough, however, 
may be divulged to ſatisfy the candid]y inquiſitive mind 
that it forms a ſyſtem of wiſdom, | benevolence, and 
philanthropy, which promotes the felicity, whilſt it does 
honor to human nature: 

Maſonry may be contemplated either as practical, 
or ſpeculative, the former compriſing the noble and 
uſeful art of architecture wich thoſe arts and ſciences 
more particularly connected with it, the latter extend- 
ing to the cultivation and diſcharge of thole duties 
which man, as a rational, ſocial, and benevolent being, 
owes to himſelf, and every other being to whom he 
bears a relation. 

Man, when firſt raiſed into exiſtence, found himſelf 
ſurrounded with .objefts which excited his ſurpriſe, and 
engaged his whole attention. 

Whether he confined his views to ſurrounding ob- 
zeUs, or extended them to the great fabric of the uni- 
verſe, his mind was irreſiſtibly carried forward to the 
contemplation of an Almighty Power, the primary cauſe, 
and great ſource of cxiltence. A view of the order 
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and harmony which pervaded every part ol the ſyſtem, 
the innumerable ſources of pleaſure and happineſs, ſo 
liberally offered man for his acceptance, forbade his 


viewing this Almighiy Power otherwiſe, than as poſ- 


ſeſſed of unlimited benevolence. From a being pof- 
Teffing ſuch attributes, it was impoſſible to withhold feel- 
ings of piety and veneration; man contemplated, and 
adored : hence ariſe the religion of nature, which is 
interwoven with the firſt principles of the order. 

Man directing his view to man, his fellow mortal, 
faw him weak and feeble, ſurrounded with wants and 
weakneſſes, ſubjedted to diſeaſes and calamities, a- 
lone, ſcarcely able to defend himſelf againſt the rigours 
of the ſeaſons, or the attacks of the ferocious animals 
of the foreſt. This ſituatlon was but of ſhort duration, 
urgent neceſſity, and a proſpect of individual advan- 
tage, impelled to the formation of the ſocial connettion. 


Society, originating in ſuch motives, muſt in its na- 


ture be contracted in its advantages, and its pleaſures: 
In ſuch a cenneQion the benevolent and generous 
mind could never participate in that happineſs which it 
was prompted to ſeek, and calculated to enjoy; it ex- 


tended its reſearches, viewed man with all his foibles and 


propenſities, ſaw that though the force of impelling pal- 
fions frequently urged him to the commiſkon of crimes, 
even of the darkeſt hue ; yet, the latent ſpark of vir- 
tue ſtill dwelt in his boſom, that he was ſuſceptible of im- 
preſſions of the moſt ſincere friendſhip, tender attach- 
ment, generous benevolence, and unlimited philanthro- 
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© Such qualities could not long remain dormant in 
the human mind, they were ſoon cultivated, exerted, 
and brought into action. The eſtabliſhment of a more 
pure and refined friendſhip, and amore cloſely cemen- 
ted union became the wiſh of congenial ſpirits, that wiſh 
prompted exertion, and gave exiſtence to that perſect 
and beautiful ſtructure, which we now behold. . Thus 
the order of Free Maſonry aroſe, | 

The pureſt emotions of the heart gave it exiſtence, 
and that exiſtence is coeval with the time when thoſe 
fair qualities were firſt implanted in human nature, from 
the time that order and harmony aroſe from primeval 
darkneſs. Founded on ſuch a baſis, and purſuing the 
moſt benevolent objects, it will remain till order and 
harmony are no more, till the great ſtructure of nature 
ſhall be overwhelmed in one common ruin. We have 
ſeen the proudly eminent monument crumble to pieces 
till not a veſtige ofit remained ; we have ſeen mighty 
empires, the work of ages, ſwept ſrom their foundations 
by a ſudden ſhock, or mouldering to attoms, whilſt Ma- 
ſonry, founded on the ſolid baſis of wiſdom and virtue, 
cemented by benevolence and charity, flouriſhes in 
perpetual youth. 

Mankind agree in wiſely eſtimating objects accord- 
ing to the benefits and advantages of which they are 
produdtive. | 

* By their fruits ye ſhall know them” is an unerring 
rule by which to determine the worth of political or 


fraternal aſſociations, as well as the character and me- 
rit of individuals. 


7 
The leading principles of the maſonic inſtitution 
is, in the principles, it inculcates, in the acts of the aſſo. 
ciation and of its individual members, open to inveſti. 
gation, by them the worth of the inſtitution will ever be 
eſtimated. | 
Maſonry views man not as the merely ſpeculative 
Philoſopher or ſolitary hermit, but as a being formed 
for attion and capable of improvement, as owing 
certain duties to his Creator, himſelf, and his fellows . 


of the human race. The maſonic precepts inculcate 


upon its votaries the diſcharge of theſe duties with fidel- 
ity and alacrity; it alſo inculcates upon them to culti- 
vate ſcience and the moral virtues, to promote the ſo. 
cial affections, and unceaſingly endeavour to extend 
the circle of.human happineſs. Under the influence 
of theſe precepts, thoſe branches of ſcience that elum- 
ine and enoble the mind, are cultivated and diffuſed. 
Their genial influence humanizes the unpoliſhed mind, 
ſoftens the rugged paſſions, and emplants in the human 
breaſt the moſt tender ſentiments of benevolence and 
humanity. ContraQted and ſelfiſh paſſions are eradica- 
ted, and in their ſtead are emplanted the principles of 
unlimited benevolence and philanthropy. 

Man is taught to view the human race as one great 
family, the children of one common parent, poſſeſſing 
the ſame feelings and propenſities, liable to ſuffer from 


the ſame misfortunes and calamities. Every human 


being is viewed as a brother, who has a claim upon our 
kind offices, upon our prompt and ready aſſiſtance in 
misfortune and diſtreſs. Towards the brethren of the 
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craſt univerſally, the moſt cordial aſſection and ſincere 
attachment are cultivated, and diſplayed in the moſt en- 
dearing manner, The faithful brother, views. in them, 


the truſty. guardians of his life and charaQter his deareſt; 


connections and intereſt, thoſe, who would ever inter- 
poſe between him and danger, who would, ſrom his bo- 
ſom, ward off the dart of malevolence even at ae. haz- 
ard of their lives. 

The Maſon. is taught univerſal benevolence, taught 
to. contemn thoſe little differences in elimate, ſentiment, 


nation, and religion, which are perpetually ſpringing 
up to check the growth of happinels, and philanthropy, 


Maſons as ſuch are citizens of the world; Is he- a 
good man and true? We aſk no more, but with unſul- 
petting confidence repoſe. the. head upon his. bolom, 
whether Europe, Aſia, or Afric gave him exiſtence. 


The. exerciſe, of, this generous affection calms. the 
mind, ſweetens every temporal enjoyment, ſoftens and 


allays the inevitable calamities of human life, . The 


Maſdn, whilſt under the influence of the principles of 


his order, has a heart that feels for every human calamity, 
a hand ever ready to extend relief. Wretched nels, i in 


whatever ſhape ſhe. appears, calls not to him for aid in 


vain. To him, diſtreſs may divulge all its ſources of 


grief, and not be betrayed, misfortune may ſolicit, re- 


lief without one fear of being rejected. He is ever 
ready to fly at the call of miſery, ever ready by his 
cheering accents to ſoothe the avguiſh of bodily pain, 


to ſmooth the brow of care, to ſwceten the lleep of the 


diſtreſſed. 
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A ſacred regard to truth and its kindred virtue fin- 
cerity, will ever, mark the conduct of the upright Ma. 
ſon, Truth is in its nature congenial to the honeſt 
mind, without it, no man can be a truly reſpectable 
character, without it, ſociety could:ſcarcely exiſt, uni- 


verſal ſuſpicion and want of confidence would keep: 


mankind in continual ſear, and at a perpetual diſtance 
from each other. The man whoſe words truly deline- 
ate the thoughts of his heart, and who never devi- 
ates from the right line of truth, ſecures univerſal» ap- 
probation and conſidence, whilſt derpetual diſtruſt and 
contempt attach themſelves to the oppoſite character. 
The duties which man owes to himſelf are not neglect- 


ed in the lectures of the order, amongſt others temper-- 


ance is alvays inculcated, it gives ſtrength and vigour to 


the body and the mind, health glows upon its cheek, 


calmneſs, ſerenity, and active virtue, ſparkle in its eye. 
Ihe good Maſon eyades, or paſſes lightly over the 


briars and thorns of life with a-cheerful and contented 
mind, he is never found in the number of thoſe gloo- 


my mortals who are ever conjuring up miſery from the 
ſhades, and who beſpread with ſable hue, the faireſt 
objetts of creation. He ever enjoys and reliſhes the 
ſweets of life, whillt he feels: grateful to the Almighty 
giver. | ö 5 

Though maſonry enjoins univerſal benevolence, 
yet, ĩt alſo. teaches that we owe certain duties to the 
political ſociety with which ve are connected, and that 
we ſhould diſcharge thoſe duties with faithfulneſs and 


pundtuality. 


10 
No man ean be a more ſteady and genuine friend 
to the happineſs of his country, to the doftrine of ra- 


tional liberty and equal rights than the diſciple of the. 


maſonic inſtitution. Unjuſt aggreſſions, from whatev- 
er quarter they preſent themſelves, he will repel with 
manly fortitude. In the cauſe of juſtice, humanity, 
and his country, he is ready to brave every danger, 
whilſt virtue and conſcious integrity nerve his arm for 
the combat, | 

Maſonry impairs none of the obligations which na- 
ture impoſes, but, adds new incitements to the faithful 
difcharge of them. View the good man and true in 
his domeſtic retirement, 'tis the habitation of felicity, 
every eye beams ſerenity and happineſs, every accent 
is that of benevolence and love. 

No ſyſtem, however wiſe, no conduct, however pro- 
per, affords ſecurity againſt the ſhafts of miſrepreſenta- 
tion. Ignorance has caſt upon the order her reproach- 
es, whilſt malevolence has miſconſtrued its views and 
motives. How often have rulers been told that its aſ- 
ſociations were unfriendly to good order, and calcula- 
ted to overturn good government. How often have our 
fair ſiſters been taught to view themſelves, as rejected 
from our friendly circle, from want of confidence, 
from motives which never had admiſſion to our hearts. 
The progreſs of information is now faſt deſtroying ſuch 
unjuſt aſperſions, they are ſinking into oblivion, where 
may ſilence and eternal ſlumber reſt upon them. 

Brothers, Scarcely has the great orb of light made 
bis annual revolution, ſince our order bad its eſtabliſh- 
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ment in this place. How pleaſing our opening prof. 
peas ? How numerous a band of brothers has already 
eneireled the fair ſtandard? Well may we felicitate 
each other on the pleaſing ſcene, whilſt each one feels 
his individual happinefs increaſed by: the conneQion, 
he enjoys x pleaſure from viewing the reſpeRable Rate 
of the ſociety. 

From this, our recent contiettion, new duties be- 
come binding upon us, new improvements ſolicit our 
attention. Heaven has ſuſpended the character, the 
reſpeQability, and the happineſs of man, in every ſitua- 
tion, upon his own unremitting dilligence and well di- 
reed exertions. Let us be diligent and aſſiduous in 
the diſcharge of our duties, let us be united inthe grand 
deſign, let wiſdom regulate our plans, let virtue ſquare 
our aUtiens, let truth, as the plumb line, direct our 
words, let juſtice circumſeribe our conduct, benevo- 
lence, charity, and brotherly affection cement us as one 
indiſſoluble band of brothers. Regulated by the princi- 
ples of our order, we ſhall be happy, whilſt temperance 


_direfts the indulgence of our paſſions we ſhall enjoy 


health, whilſt conſcious reQitude regulates our condutt 
we ſhall enjoy peaceful and contented minds. Let us 
follow reaſon, this is our motto, let it prefide over ev- 
ry action of our lives. 

Whilſt we review paſt ſcenes, the mind recurs to 
the ſtroke of fate, which has ſevered from our boſomsa 
brother who did honor to our order, towhoſe exertions 
this eſtabliſhment is greatly indebted, whoſe words from 
the eaſt has often imparted light, and inſtruttion to our 
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| mind; he f is gone, we have dropt the tear of brother- 


ly affettion over departed merit. 


Let us imitate the examples of the virtuous and the 


wiſe of all ages, that when the ſcene: of hfe-is cloled 


upon us, the ſame of our upright and virtuous actions 
thall ever be had in pleafing remombrance. | 
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